Management of ulcerative colitis pre- and post-liver transplant for primary sclerosing cholangitis: two case reports and review of literature.
Management of ulcerative colitis (UC) pre- and post-liver transplant for primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) can be challenging and complex. There are no formal guidelines, but there is a plethora of data regarding the use of medical and surgical treatment options, mainly from case series, retrospective data, and experience from transplant centers. We present two cases of UC-PSC with variable severity of liver disease and discuss the available data on the management of UC pre- and post-liver transplant. A PubMed search was conducted using various keyword combinations looking for studies involving patients with UC-PSC pre- and post-liver transplant. We reviewed and summarized the available literature on the course of UC in patients with PSC-related cirrhosis pre- and post-transplant and risk of colorectal neoplasia post-transplant. Finally, we summarize the available data on the medical and surgical management of UC pre- and post-liver transplant and the effect of transplant on pouchitis. Current literature supports the use of medical therapies, including immunomodulators and biologic agents, following liver transplant. There is also literature supporting surgical management including total colectomy. A multidisciplinary, patient-centered approach is important when managing UC pre- and post-liver transplantation.